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INTEREST

Ann Boyd admits that
her instinct for spatial
planning makes her
the ‘guest from hell’.
When she downsized
to this tiny London flat,
she put her principles
into practice, creating
an ingeniously
ordered, bright and
luxurious pred-a-terre
TEXT JUDITH WILSON
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here’s a certain novelty to a balcony in London,
and visitors to Ann Boyd’s new flat inevitably
make a beeline for hers. Perched up here, one

" has a bird’s-eye view of Chelsea Manor Street,
plus a glimpse of the Natural History Museum.
‘Isn’tit great?’ says Ann. “The view from here is
the focal point for the entire flat.”

As an established interior designer, Ann
admits she has a natural instinct for spatial planning, adding that she
always wants to rearrange her friends” homes, making her the ‘guest from
hell’. Within seconds of viewing this flat, she recalls detailing a soothing
colour scheme and square panelling — out loud — to her startled estate
agent. When the flat was completed, she invited the agent round for
a drink. ‘She couldn’t believe I had exactly replicated my plans.’

Ann bought the flat in 2008, after realising that she was spending more
and more time at her country cottage, and deciding to downsize her
London base. A portered block offered the ideal back-up arrangement,
and she specifically wanted a flat in Chesil Court. ‘I had friends
living here, and this place has always been at the back of my mind,’
she explains. ‘Mansion blocks have always scared me, as I don’t like
long corridors.” Chesil Court, however, has four towers with two flats per
floor, so it feels intimate.
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SAND, SEA
AND SKY
ARE HER

ALLIES. IT’S
NOT IN MY
NATURE TO
LIVE WITH
STRIDENT
COLOURS;

I LIKE
SERENITY’
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With characteristic verve, Ann had the {lat gutted and completed

within six weeks. Out came all the added features — false ceilings, a repro
chimneypiece and curved niches: only the original Crittall windows
remained. Amazing‘ly; the Thirties underfloor heating still works, so
there are no radiators to ruin Ann’s streamlined interior. The walls were
transformed with MDF and mirror-glass panelling, the square design
inspired by the windows. ‘T am partial to MDF panelling; it hides a
multitude of sins,’ she says.

Ann has forged a reputation for creating crisp, elegant, predominantly
pale interiors. She was brought up on the west coast of Scotland, so the
pale hues of sand, sea and sky are her allies. “It’s not in my nature to live
with strident colours; I like serenity,” she says. She also prefers bare walls:
a single painting on linen hangs in the drawing room. This artwork, and
most of the furniture, has been recycled from her old flat; putting favourite
things into a new environment creates a fresh mood straight away. “There
is no point in change for the sake of it,” says Ann. "Moving is expensive.’

Some small flats shriek ‘space-saving solution” at every turn, but
this cool, calm living space just looks effortlessly elegant. It is literally
half the size of my previous home, but I like a challenge,” explains
Ann. Discreet cupboards abound, from a suitcase cubbyhole above
the kitchen door to a secret compartment behind the mirror-glass panel-
ling. ‘Except it's so secret I can’t remember what’s in it,” she says.






